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Watts-Willowbrook

	Overview



This report describes the demographic profile of Watts-Willowbrook community, defined by First5 LA’s Best Start initiative. Overall, the purpose of this report is to assist local councils in determining outreach and engagement goals to achieve representation of current demographics of the community, as well as identify potential community needs. 

All data in this report is from 2018  5-Year Estimates of the American Community Survey, an ongoing survey conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. The geography of Watts-Willowbrook is defined by census tracts provided by First 5 LA as part of the initial initiative planning in 2010. In order to provide some context, Watts-Willowbrook data was compared with that of LA County to highlight both potential inequities and a further need for systems change efforts.

	Demographics of Watts-Willowbrook



Watts-Willowbrook Focus
Watts-Willowbrook is a South LA Best Start community of 85,380 people across a total of 18 census tracts. The following charts show the composition of sex, age, race/ethnicity and education for Watts-Willowbrook residents.


	



	Table 1. Demographics Comparison Between Watts-Willowbrook and LA County:

	Sex
	

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Male
	48%
	49%
	-2%

	Female 
	52%
	51%
	+2%

	Age
	

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Under 5
	9%
	6%
	+3%

	5-17
	24%
	21%
	+3%

	18-64
	60%
	65%
	-5%

	65+
	7%
	14%
	-7%

	Race-Ethnicity
	

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Black 
	26%
	 8%
	+18%

	Latinx 
	71%
	49%
	+22%

	White (Non-Latinx)
	1%
	26%
	-25%

	Asian
	1%
	15%
	-14%

	Latinx Origin (Top 3)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Disaggregation of other communities available upon request] 

	

	Mexican
	81%
	76%
	+5%

	Salvadoran
	9%
	9%
	0%

	Guatemalan
	4%
	6%
	-2%

	Citizenship
	

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	U.S. Citizen, born in the U.S.
	68%
	65%
	+3%

	U.S. Citizen, naturalized
	9%
	18%
	-9%

	Not a U.S. Citizen
	22%
	17%
	+5%

	Education
	

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Less than High School 
	45%
	21%
	+24%

	High School 
	28%
	21%
	+7%

	Some College
	22%
	26%
	-4%

	Bachelor’s
	4%
	21%
	-17%

	Post-graduate
	1%
	11%
	-10%






Key Takeaways
· There is a larger proporition of Black and Latinx residents in Watts-Willowbrook than that of LA County. In addition, there is a smaller proportion of White and Asian residents compared to that of the county
· Latinx and Black residents are the two largest groups in Watts-Willowbrook, respectively
· The majority of the Latinx community is Mexican (81%), with the next two groups being Salvadoran (9%) and Guatemalan (4%). 
· The majority of Watts-Willowbrook are U.S. citizens born in the U.S. (68%) and at a greater proportion than that of LA County (65%)
· There are less naturalized U.S. citizens (9%) and a greater amount of noncitizens (22%) in the community than LA county (18% and 17%, respectively)
· There are less residents in Watts-Willowbrook that have achieved some form of college experience (22%), a Bachelor’s degree (4%) and a Post-Graduate degree (1%) than in LA county

	Economics of Watts-Willowbrook














	Table 2. Economics Comparison Between Watts-Willowbrook and LA County 

	Median Income
	

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	All Households
	$38,392
	$72,797
	$34,405

	White 
	$49,667
	$92,457
	$42,790

	Black
	$30,951
	$52,136
	$21,185

	Asian[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Population size was not large enough to generate estimate] 

	--
	$86,544
	--

	Latinx
	$46,581
	$61,174
	$14,593

	Poverty Level 
	

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Below Poverty Level
	31%
	13%
	+18%

	At or Above Poverty Level 
	69%
	87%
	-18%

	Unemployment 

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Unemployment Rate 
	11%
	5%
	+6%



Key Takeaways
· The median income in Watts-Willowbrook is a little over 50% that of LA County’s median income
· Across all ethnic and racial groups in the community, the median income is lower than that of LA county
· There are a greater number of residents below the poverty level in Watts-Willowbrook (31%) versus LA County (13%)


	Families and Children of Watts-Willowbrook


































































	Table 3. Comparison of Families and Children Among Watts-Willowbrook and LA County

	Total Families with Children under 6
	

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	
	8,462
	183,314
	--

	Children under 6 by Family Arrangement

	Living with one parent
	29%
	37%
	-8%

	Living with two parents
	71%
	63%
	+8%

	Language Spoken in Household for Children 5-17
	

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	English 
	31%
	45%
	-14%

	Spanish
	69%
	45%
	+24%

	Other
	0%
	9%
	-9%

	Language Spoken in Household for Adults 18+

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	English 
	32%
	43%
	-11%

	Spanish
	67%
	38%
	+29%

	Other
	1%
	19%
	-18%



Key Takeaways
· There is a greater proportion of children under the age of 6 living with one parent (29%) in Watts-Willowbrook than that of LA County (37%).
· Spanish usage is more common in households in Watts-Willowbrook among children 5-17 (69%) and adults over the age of 18 (67%) than in LA County.
· Other languages in the household  besides English and Spanish are spoken at a much smaller proportion in Watts-Willowbrook than in LA County.


	Housing for Watts-Willowbrook













	Table 4. Comparison of Housing Among Watts-Willowbrook and LA County

	Ownership of Occupied Units
	

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Owner
	45%
	45%
	0%

	Renter
	55%
	55%
	0%

	Established Renters by Time Period

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Before 1990
	4%
	3%
	+1%

	1990s
	6%
	7%
	-1%

	2000s
	30%
	18%
	+12%

	2010-2016
	57%
	40%
	+17%

	2017 or later
	3%
	32%
	-29%

	Established Owners by Time Period

	
	Watts-Willowbrook
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Before 1990
	20%
	22%
	-2%

	1990s
	18%
	20%
	-2%

	2000s
	34%
	30%
	+4%

	2010-2016
	26%
	26%
	0%

	2017 or later
	2%
	2%
	0%



Key Takeaways
· There is an equal rate of homeownership in Watts-Willowbrook and LA County
· The majority of renters (57%) moved into a residence in Watts-Willowbrook between 2010-2016
· About 72% of homeowners in Watts-Willowbrook moved there before 2010

Figure 1. Sex
(Total N=85,380)


Male	Female	0.48096743968142425	0.51903256031857581	
Figure 2. Age Breakdown
(Total N=85,380)

Watts/Willowbrook	

Under 5	5 to 17	18 to 64	65 and older	9.3874443663621451E-2	0.23397751229796204	0.60298664792691492	6.9161396111501516E-2	
Figure 4. Top 5 Hispanic/Latino Groups
(Total N=60,874)


Mexican	Salvadoran	Guatemalan	Honduran	Nicaraguan	0.80802970069323521	9.2436836744751449E-2	4.2481190656109342E-2	1.4472517002332687E-2	8.7229359003844001E-3	


Figure 3. Race and Ethnicity
(Total N=85,380)


Latinx	Black or African American 	White 	Asian 	American Indian and Alaska Native 	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 	0.71297727805106581	0.25686343405949869	1.0400562192550949E-2	5.1182946825954556E-3	4.4038416490981497E-3	1.1126727570859687E-3	


Figure 5. Native and Foreign Born Status
(Total N=85,380)


U.S. citizen, born in the United States	Not a U.S. citizen	U.S. citizen by naturalization	U.S. citizen, born abroad of American parent(s)	U.S. citizen, born in Puerto Rico or U.S. Island Areas	0.67926914968376673	0.22453736237994845	8.9048957601311776E-2	6.5940501288357933E-3	5.5048020613726871E-4	


Figure 6. Educational Attainment
(N=46,881)


Less than High School	High School	Some College	Bachelor's Degree	Post-graduate Degree	0.45259273479661272	0.27537808493846122	0.2165696124229432	4.0805443569889722E-2	1.4654124272093172E-2	


Figure 7. Median Income
(Total N=76,762)


All Households	White	Latinx	Black 	38392	49667	46581	30951	


Figure 8. Ratio of Income to Federal Poverty Level
(N=76,762)


Below Poverty Level	At or Above Poverty Level 	0.3084078059456502	0.6915921940543498	
Figure 9. Number of children under 6 by Familial Arrangement
(Total N=8,462)


Under 6 years old and living with 2 parents	Under 6 years old and living with 1 parent	0.29106594185771684	0.70893405814228316	
Figure 10. Language Spoken at Home for Children 5-17
(N=19,977)


Spanish	English Only	Other 	0.68824147769935429	0.3080042048355609	3.7543174650848474E-3	


Figure 11. Language Spoken at Home for Adults 18+
(N=57,388)


Spanish	English Only	Other 	0.6736251481145884	0.31916080016728238	7.2140517181292253E-3	


Figure 12. Ownership of Occupied Units
(Total N=95,771)


Owner	Renter	0.44780779150264693	0.55219220849735307	
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Figure 13. Year Moved in Among Renters
(Total N=52,884)
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Figure 14. Year Moved in Among Owners
(Total N=42,887)





