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West Athens

	Overview



This report describes the demographic profile of the West Athens community, defined by First5 LA’s Best Start initiative. Overall, the purpose of this report is to assist local councils in determining outreach and engagement goals to achieve representation of the current demographics of the community, as well as identify potential community needs. 

All data in this report is from 2018  5-Year Estimates of the American Community Survey, an ongoing survey conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. The geography of West Athens is defined by census tracts provided by First 5 LA as part of the initial planning in 2010. In order to provide some context, West Athens data was compared with that of LA County to highlight both potential inequities and a further need for systems change efforts. 
	
	Demographics of West Athens



West Athens Focus
West Athens is a South LA Best Start community of 45,324 people across a total of 10 census tracts. The following charts show the composition of sex, age, race/ethnicity and education for West Athens residents.


 
	

















West Athens Compared to LA County

The following table compares demographics of West Athens across sex, age, race/ethnicity and education with LA County.  

	Table 1. Demographics Comparison Between West Athens and LA County:

	Sex
	

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Male
	46%
	49%
	-3%

	Female 
	54%
	51%
	+3%

	Age
	

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Under 5
	8%
	6%
	+2%

	5-17
	20%
	21%
	-1%

	18-64
	61%
	65%
	-4%

	65+
	11%
	14%
	-3%

	Race-Ethnicity
	

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Black 
	47%
	 8%
	+39%

	Latinx 
	49%
	49%
	0%

	White (Non-Latinx)
	2%
	26%
	-24%

	Asian
	1%
	15%
	-14%

	Latinx Origin (Top 3)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Disaggregation of other communities available upon request] 

	

	Mexican
	66%
	76%
	-10%

	Salvadoran
	14%
	9%
	-5%

	Guatemalan
	11%
	6%
	-5%

	Citizenship
	

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	U.S. Citizen, born in the U.S.
	74%
	65%
	+9%

	U.S. Citizen, naturalized
	9%
	18%
	-9%

	Not a U.S. Citizen
	16%
	17%
	-1%

	Education
	

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Less than High School 
	28%
	21%
	+7%

	High School 
	30%
	21%
	+9%

	Some College
	31%
	26%
	+5%

	Bachelor’s
	8%
	21%
	-13%

	Post-graduate
	4%
	11%
	-7%



Key Takeaways
· There is a larger proportion of Black residents in West Athens than that of LA County. In addition, there is a smaller proportion of White and Asian residents compared to that of the county
· Latinx and Black residents are the two largest groups in West Athens, respectively
· The majority of the Latinx community is Mexican (66%), with the next two groups being Salvadoran (14%) and Guatemalan (11%)
· The majority of West Athens are U.S. citizens born in the U.S. (74%) and at a greater proportion than that of LA County (65%)
· There are less naturalized U.S. citizens (9%) in the community than LA county (18%)
· There are more residents in West Athens that have achieved some form of college experience (31%) than in LA County (26%). However, fewer West Athens residents have earned a Bachelor’s degree (8%) and a Post-Graduate degree (4%) compared to LA County.

	Economics of West Athens



West Athens Focus

The following charts show the median income and ratio of income to federal poverty level for Compton-East Compton residents.





















West Athens Compared to LA County

The following table compares the economics of West Athens across median income, poverty level, and unemployment with LA County.  

	Table 2. Economics Comparison Between West Athens and LA County 

	Median Income 
	

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	All Households
	$43,766
	$72,797
	-$29,031

	White (Non-Latinx)
	$53,583
	$92,457
	-$38,874

	Black
	$39,257
	$52,136
	-$12,879

	Asian
	$161,797
	$86,544
	+$75,253

	Latinx
	$51,594
	$61,174
	-$9,580

	Poverty Level 
	

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Below Poverty Level
	24%
	13%
	+11%

	At or Above Poverty Level 
	76%
	87%
	-11%

	Unemployment 

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Unemployment Rate 
	10%
	5%
	+5%



Key Takeaways
· The median income in West Athens is 60% that of LA County’s median income
· Among White, Black and Latinx racial groups in the community, the median income is lower than that of LA county
· There are a greater number of residents below the poverty level in West Athens (24%) versus LA County (13%).
· The unemployment rate in West Athens (10%) is twice that of LA county (5%)[footnoteRef:3] [3:  This number may vary now compared to when data was collected due to the economic impact of COVID-19] 



	Families and Children of West Athens



West Athens Focus

The following charts show the number of children under the age of 6 by familial arrangement, and the language spoken at home in the household for those under and over the age of 18 in West Athens.



































West Athens Compared to LA County

The following table compares the total number of families with children under the age of 6, children under the age of 6 by family arrangement, and language usage in the household by age in West Athens with LA County.  

	Table 3. Comparison of Families and Children Among West Athens and LA County

	Total Families with Children under 6
	

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	
	864
	183,314
	--

	Children under 6 by Family Arrangement

	Living with one parent
	65%
	37%
	+28%

	Living with two parents
	35%
	63%
	-28%

	Language Spoken in Household for Children 5-17
	

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	English 
	47%
	45%
	+2%

	Spanish
	52%
	45%
	+7%

	Other
	1%
	9%
	-8%

	Language Spoken in Household for Adults 18+

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	English 
	54%
	43%
	+11%

	Spanish
	43%
	38%
	-5%

	Other
	3%
	19%
	-16%




Key Takeaways
· There is a greater proportion of children under the age of 6 living with one parent (65%) in West Athens than in LA County (37%).
· Spanish usage among children 5-17 (52%) and adults over the age of 18 (54%) is greater in West Athens than in LA County
· Other languages in the household  besides English and Spanish are spoken at a much smaller proportion in West Athens than that of LA County.


	Housing for West Athens



West Athens Focus
The following charts show the type of housing of occupied units, the year moved in among renters, and the year moved in among home owners in West Athens.






























































West Athen Compared to LA County

The following table compares the type of occupied units, when rentership was established by time period, and when homeownership was established by time period in West Athens with LA County.  

	Table 4. Comparison of Housing Among West Athens and LA County

	Type of Occupied Units
	

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Owner
	38%
	45%
	-7%

	Renter
	62%
	55%
	+7%

	Established Renters by Time Period

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Before 1990
	4%
	3%
	+1%

	1990s
	9%
	7%
	+2%

	2000s
	23%
	18%
	+5%

	2010-2016
	62%
	40%
	+22%

	2017 or later
	3%
	32%
	-29%

	Established Owners by Time Period

	
	West Athens
	LA County
	Net Difference

	Before 1990
	29%
	22%
	+7%

	1990s
	17%
	20%
	-3%

	2000s
	26%
	30%
	-4%

	2010-2016
	27%
	26%
	+1%

	2017 or later
	1%
	2%
	-1%



Key Takeaways
· There is a lower rate of homeownership in West Athens (38%) compared to that of LA County (45%). 
· About 27% of homeowners in West Athens moved there before 2010
· The majority of renters (62%) moved into a residence in West Athens between 2010-2016
Figure 2. Age Breakdown
(N=45,324)

West Athens	



Under 5	5 to 17	18 to 64	65 and older	8.0266525461124352E-2	0.19636395728532344	0.60711764186744333	0.1162518753861089	
Figure 1. Sex
(Total N=45,324)

West Athens	
Male	Female	0.45627040861353807	0.54372959138646193	
Figure 3. Race and Ethnicity
(Total N=45,324)


Latinx	White 	Black or African American 	American Indian and Alaska Native 	Asian 	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 	0.48916688730032654	1.55987997528903E-2	0.47312682022769392	5.5158414967787484E-4	6.3983761362633486E-3	1.7650692789691995E-3	


Figure 4. Top 5 Hispanic/Latino Groups
(Total N=22,171)


Mexican	Guatemalan	Honduran	Nicaraguan	Salvadoran	0.66181047314058905	0.11271480763159082	1.4974516259979252E-2	8.4795453520364432E-3	0.14415227098461955	


Figure 5. Native and Foreign Born Status
(Total N=45,324)


U.S. citizen, born in the United States	U.S. citizen, born in Puerto Rico or U.S. Island Areas	U.S. citizen, born abroad of American parent(s)	U.S. citizen by naturalization	Not a U.S. citizen	0.74040243579560494	1.4341187891624746E-3	6.1777424763921982E-3	8.7260612479039809E-2	0.16472509045980055	


Figure 6. Educational Attainment
(Total N=28,236)

West
Athens	
Less than High School	High School	Some College	Bachelor's Degree	Post-graduate Degree	0.27553477829720924	0.30053831987533647	0.31201303300750816	7.614392973508996E-2	3.5769939084856213E-2	
% of Population 25+



Figure 7. Median Income
(Total N=41,951)


All
Households	White 	Black 	Asian 	Latinx	43765.8	53582.5	39256.699999999997	161797	51594.1	
All
Households	White 	Black 	Asian 	Latinx	


Figure 8. Ratio of Income to Federal Poverty Level
(Total N=41,591)


Below Poverty Level	At or Above Poverty Level 	0.24394700776610323	0.75605299223389677	
Figure 9. Number of Children Under 6 by Familial Arrangement
(Total N=4,044)


Under 6 years old and living with 2 parents	Under 6 years old and living with 1 parent	0.35262116716122649	0.64737883283877351	
Figure 10. Language Spoken at Home for Children 5-17 
(Total N=8,900)


English Only	Spanish	Other 	0.47044943820224722	0.51842696629213481	1.1123595505617978E-2	Languages Spoken at Home




Figure 11. Language Spoken at Home for Adults 18+
(Total N=32,786)


English Only	Spanish	Other 	0.54352467516622949	0.42820106142865855	2.8274263405111938E-2	


Figure 12. Ownership of Occupied Units
(Total N=45,079)


Owner	Renter	0.38445839526165176	0.61554160473834818	
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Figure 13. Year Moved in Among Renters
(Total
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Figure 14. Year Moved in Among Owners
(Total N=17,331)




